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Leipzig/Halle Airport

New Noise Prevention Hangar Taking Shape

Construction work continues at the Leipzig/Halle Airport. Near the airport’s 
fuel farm, erection work continues on the new noise prevention hangar, 
which will also be able to serve Antonov 124 aircraft. 

The contours of the 14 million euro project are already visible. The fi rst support 
beams are now in place. Starting in 2008, engines will be tested in this hangar, which 
will measure 76 metres in length, 90 metres across and 22 metres in height.

In January, Ruslan Salis GmbH, a cooperative venture between the Volga-Dnepr-
Group and the Antonov Design Bureau, opened Europe’s only maintenance centre 
for Antonov 124-100 aircraft in Leipzig/Halle. This means that their planes no 
longer have to fl y to their home airports in Ulyanovsk or Kiev for routine testing and 
maintenance, but can receive full maintenance support at Leipzig/Halle.

Leipzig/Halle Airport

More Capacity – Airport Fuel Farm Expanded

The Leipzig/Halle Airport now has a larger fuel farm. 

In mid August, the fuel facility was released to the airport following expansion to a 
capacity of 1.6 million litres. This expansion work involved the construction of two 
cylindrical, double-walled and explosion-proof tanks. At the same time, an additional 
fi lling station for aircraft refuellers was constructed.

In late 2006, the partners of Turbo Fuel Services Sachsen (TFSS) decided to expand 
the existing airport fuel farm that supplies jet fuel to the airlines at Leipzig/Halle 
Airport. The primary reason behind this decision was the rapid growth in air traffi c at 
Leipzig/Halle. The fi rst expansion phase was completed in the summer of 2004 and 
brought capacity up to over one million litres.

Aircraft engines will be thoroughly inspected here after they have put in around 600 hours of 

operation. These tests involve simulating the starting procedure
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Aviation Fuel Services GmbH (AFS), the company in charge of the fuel farm, was 
founded in 1986 in Hamburg. Its core business is to provide fuelling services for 
aircraft. But the company also designs, builds and manages operating facilities, 
airport fuel farms and aircraft refuelling trucks. 400 employees at twelve international 
commercial airports in Germany and Austria work to store aircraft fuel and get the 
fuel into the aircraft.

www.afs.aero 

EasternAirCargo GmbH

Private Russian Air Carrier Links Up With 
EasternAirCargo 

EasternAirCargo (EAC), a subsidiary of the Central German Airports Group, 
has taken over responsibility as the Cargo Sales Agent in Germany for KD 
Avia, private Russian air carrier. 

The agreement signed by the two companies commissions freight broker EAC to 
market the cargo capacities of the Russian carrier. 

KD Avia is based at the Chrabrovo airport in Kaliningrad (formerly Königsberg) 
and links the city with Berlin, Hamburg, Hanover, Düsseldorf and Munich. Further 
connections from the Russian enclave on the Baltic coast include the economic 
centres of Astana in Kazakhstan and Kiev in Ukraine. KD Avia’s fl eet consists of 
nineteen Boeing 737-300s, which fl y both domestic and international routes. 

“The new hub being established in Russia’s most westerly territory (formerly part 
of Eastern Prussia) complements our present portfolio to an ideal extent. The 
destinations served by the airline provide our customers with advantages in terms of 
time and price,” says Stephan Blank Managing Director of EasternAirCargo GmbH. 

EasternAirCargo (EAC) has been acting as a freight broker on scheduled routes and 
for split and full charter services since 2001. EAC has its headquarters at Leipzig/
Halle Airport but also has offi ces at the Frankfurt/Main Airport and in Luxembourg.

EasternAirCargo acts as a virtual cargo airline feeding fl ows of goods from west to 
east from its Europe-wide network of freight pick-up stations via the air freight centre 
at Leipzig/Halle Airport and on to Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia. 

www.easternaircargo.com and www.kdavia.de 
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News From the Central German Business World

 German Biomass Research Coming to Leipzig

The city has chalked up a major success in attracting employers: The 
German Biomass Research Centre (Deutsche Biomasse-Forschungszentrum, 
DBFZ) is coming to Leipzig. 

Following the last national election, the political parties in Germany’s grand 
coalition formally agreed to establish a research centre for biomass and declared 
that it should be based in eastern Germany. Saxony-Anhalt placed its bets on the 
“Weinberg Campus” located near the Martin Luther University in Halle. 

The DBFZ is to be established as a non-profi t limited company in Leipzig on 
1 January 2008. Four million euros have been earmarked for the founding phase. 
As many as 80 people will fi nd employment at the DFBZ. 

The centre’s mission is to perform research and development, with a focus on 
experimental work, on extracting energy from agricultural and forest biomass. It will 
cooperate with renowned scientifi c institutions and form the centre for a network of 
applied research.

 Elbe Flugzeugwerke Converts 100th Plane

EADS Elbe Flugzeugwerke in Dresden is celebrating a milestone event. 

Workers there are currently doing conversion work on the 100th aircraft entrusted 
to their care since 1996. The plane, a 19-year old A310-300, was used by Turkish 
Airlines to carry passengers between Istanbul and European destinations such 
as Amsterdam, London, Düsseldorf, Paris and Frankfurt. Converting a passenger 
aircraft into a cargo plane takes about four months. When the work is done, the 
plane can begin its second life as a member of Turkish Airlines’ cargo fl eet.

Turkish Airlines was founded as a state airline in 1933 and will celebrate its 75th 
year of operation next year. The aircraft is the fi rst of three Airbus A310s that will be 
converted for Turkish Airlines. The other two planes will arrive in Dresden at the end 
of this year and in mid 2008.

EFW is the EADS centre of competence for the conversion of Airbus passenger 
planes into cargo aircraft. Elbe Flugzeugwerke employs over 1,200 people in 
Dresden.



  No. 20 | Aug 31, 07 Page 10

Miscellaneous 

 Lufthansa Welcomes “Radebeul” to Fleet

A regional aircraft will serve as a “fl ying ambassador” bearing the name of 
the city of Radebeul across Europe. 

The “Radebeul” is the fourth regional jet of Lufthansa City Line to be christened after 
a city in Saxony. Lufthansa CityLine, the regional service subsidiary of Lufthansa, 
will deploy the plane within its European service fl eet stationed at the international 
Munich hub. 

The CRJ900 was transferred to Lufthansa CityLine in Cologne from the Bombadier 
plant in Montreal in 2006 and has been in service across Europe since October 
2006, albeit nameless until now. 

The “Radebeul” raises to eleven the number of modern jets in Lufthansa’s “Saxony 
fl eet”. The name “Saxony” itself is borne by a Boeing 747-400, one of the fl agships of 
the Lufthansa fl eet, while another jumbo jet hails to the name of Dresden. The cities 
of Leipzig and Görlitz are each represented in the skies above Europe by an Airbus 
340. And Chemnitz, Zwickau, Plauen, Meissen, Torgau and Schkeuditz are the 
patron cities for various makes of short and medium-haul jets. 

www.lufthansa.de 

 Leipzig Was Mecca for Computer Game Lovers

The Games Convention (GC) again attracted tens of thousands of computer 
game freaks to the city of Leipzig. 

Some 185,000 people attended the convention, setting a new visitor record. Europe’s 
leading trade fair for interactive entertainment, infotainment, edutainment and 
hardware also attracted 503 exhibitors from 31 countries. Compared to 2006, the 
number of exhibitors rose by nearly 130 and the exhibition area also increased by 28 
percent to 115,000 square metres. 

The most important and biggest developer conference in Europe, the GC Developers 
Conference (GCDC) brought together internationally leading experts from the 
publishing and development industry. 

The next Games Convention will be held in Leipzig in August 2008.
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 View of the Tarmac

An airport is always an interesting place. Some travellers are going on 
holiday, others are starting off on business trips. 

And still others just get lost in the magic of the place and watch as airplanes take off 
and land. Dresden Airport offers an open view to what’s going on outside, and this 
not only from the observation platform. Its website at www.dresden-airport.de, which 
allows visitors to take a virtual tour of the airport, now also lets them look out onto the 
apron from their home computer. 

The new webcam is perfect for watching the comings and goings at the airport. 
Viewers can observe four terminal positions and see what is happening on the 
runway. Modern technology is used so that all aviation fans and plane spotters can 
get high-quality live pictures with good resolution. 

www.dresden-airport.de/en/reisende_und_besucher/willkommen/besucherterrasse/
webcam.html

 The Airport Set – Backdrop for Vets and Detectives

The Leipzig/Halle Airport was once again used as a stage for a television 
production. 

In July, Germany’s public TV station ARD returned to the airport a second time to fi lm 
scenes for its popular veterinarian series “Tierärztin Dr. Mertens”. And plans have 
already been announced for the next TV movie. The airport has been used often in 
the past as a fi lm set. The Central German Broadcasting group (MDR) shot several 
scenes here for channel 1 crime series “Polizeiruf 110”. 

The airport was also a set for “Flightplan”, a Hollywood production starring Oscar 
winner Jodie Foster.
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