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News from the Companies in the Mitteldeutsche 
Airport Holding 

The Central German Airports Take Stock 
of the Past 12 Months 

 

The commercial airports at 

Leipzig/Halle and Dresden 

International can look back on an 

eventful year in 2009. Despite the 

decline in traffic caused by the 

overall economic situation in the 

global air traffic sector, the two 

Mitteldeutsche Airport Holding 

subsidiaries were able to safeguard 

their position in the market place by their ability  to maintain 

services and consistently provide direct flights to  new 

destinations. The airports were also able to mainta in their 

high degree of flexibility and service quality and provide 

innovations as a result of ongoing investments in 

infrastructure and technology.  

 

2,278,063 passengers had passed through Leipzig/Hal le Airport 

by the end of November, which represents a fall of 2.4 percent 

triggered by the general economic situation when co mpared to 

the same period 12 months ago. But in comparison wi th other 

German commercial airports, Leipzig/Halle was able to achieve 

figures above the average for this sector. The decl ine in 

passenger numbers was greater at Dresden, where 1,6 04,292 

people had passed through the airport by the end of  November, 

 

Construction work at the 

building site to expand 

the car park at Dresden 

International Airport 

Contents
12 / 2009
 

News from the 
Companies in the 
Mitteldeutsche 
Airport Holding  

1. The Central German 

Airports Take Stock of the 

Past 12 Months 

2. “A Heart for Children”: 

Donations for a Good 

Cause 

Leipzig/Halle Airport  

3. New Record for Handling 

Freight 

Dresden International  

4. Traditional Children’s 

Christmas at the Airport 

From the Region  

5. Zwickau Celebrates the 

200th Anniversary of 

Robert Schu-mann’s Birth 

6. Chemnitz Reaches the 

Final Round of the “2011 

City of Sci-ence” 

Competition 

 

 



 

a drop of 8 percent after the record figures in 200 8. Michael 

Hupe, Managing Director of Dresden International Ai rport said: 

“The year has clearly demonstrated that the traffic  figures at the 

airport are closely related to economic development s in the 

Dresden region. The sales difficulties in the engin eering and 

plant construction sectors and the semi-conductor i ndustry are 

reflected in the statistics. The Qimonda bankruptcy  alone 

accounted for a fall of approx. 10,000 passengers p er annum as 

a result of business trips that were no longer made  and a 

decline in demand for holiday flights.” 

 

Despite this, Dresden Airport managed to successful ly add two 

attractive destinations to its list of flights. Aer oflot has been 

providing two weekly flights to Moscow Sheremetyevo  since the 

summer, while Jet Air now links the Saxon state cap ital with the 

Polish city of Warsaw with a stopover in Zielona Gó ra five times 

a week. Overall, there were flights from Dresden to  50 

destinations in 13 countries in Southern, Central a nd Eastern 

Europe, North Africa and the Middle East in 2009.  

 

Leipzig/Halle Airport is also able to number the sa me airport in 

Moscow among its destinations with two weekly fligh ts operated 

by Blue Wings; Leipzig/Halle has flights to 51 dest inations in 13 

countries during the winter timetable.  

 

In order to continually improve the quality of its services, 

Dresden International Airport has not only increase d its 

attractiveness for passengers from the neighbouring  regions of 

Northern Bohemia (Czech Republic) and Lower Silesia  

(Poland), but it has continued to develop the surro undings in the 

departures and arrivals areas. The airport has not only 

introduced a modernised information desk and new au tomatic 

self-check-in machines, but the building work on th e car park, 

which is due to be completed by June, will play a m ajor role in 

increasing customer satisfaction. Interested parties can now find 

out more about the new features of the timetable an d services 

at the Twitter news service: (http://twitter.com/dr esden_airport). 

 

Long-term investments in airport infrastructure hav e continued 

to be high priorities at Leipzig/Halle. The airport  is preparing for 

future requirements with the construction of the lo ng-awaited 

taxiway bridge in the eastern part of the airport. Following 

extensive preliminary work, the first of a total of  192 girders was 

put in place on 13 October. Work is due to be compl eted on this 

next year. The new eastern and western fire station s, which are 

due to be ready for use from the summer of 2010 onw ards, will 

also guarantee that the airport will always meet th e highest 

international standards when it comes to providing safe flight 

operations associated with the volume of traffic th at is handled. 

 

 

 

 

“A Heart for Children”: Donations for a 
Good Cause 

 

Leipzig/Halle and Dresden International Airports 

abandoned the idea of giving their customers and bu siness 

partners Christmas presents this year; instead they  handed 

over urgently needed donations to the University Cl inics at 

Leipzig and Halle and the Albert Schweitzer childre n’s 

village in Dresden in good time for the pre-Christm as 

 

 

Handing over the cheque 

from Flughafen Dresden 

GmbH to the Albert 



season in order to help children in need. Additiona l 

donations were collected earlier during various ben efit 

concerts.  

 

Flughafen Leipzig/Halle GmbH handed over a cheque f or EUR 

1,000 to Dr. Siekmeyer, the Head of the Intensive M edical Care 

at the Clinic and Polyclinic for Children and Young  People at the 

University of Leipzig; Dr. Siekmeyer accepted the g ift with 

gratitude on behalf of the Clinic Director, Prof. M ed. Dr. med 

Kiss. Prof. Dr. med. Körholz, Director of the Unive rsity Clinic 

and Polyclinic for Children’s and Young People’s Me dicine in 

Halle, was able to gratefully receive a cheque for the same 

amount a few days later. He promised to use these a dditional 

funds, which had been made available, in a very pre cise way.  

 

Dr. Michael Hupe, Managing Director of Flughafen Dr esden 

GmbH, handed over a cheque for EUR 1,500 to the Alb ert 

Schweitzer Kinderdorf Sachsen e.V. on 14 December. The 

money will be used to support the project to give c hildren a new 

home if they are no longer able to stay in their or iginal family for 

various reasons.  

 

The two airports also demonstrated their concern fo r the welfare 

of children at various benefit concerts. The centra l terminal at 

Leipzig/Halle Airport was the venue for a benefit c oncert by the 

Berlin Federal Police Orchestra, which performed on  behalf of 

the “UNICEF Partnership Leipzig 2009” project on 26  

November. Dresden International Airport collected d onations 

during a concert entitled “International young peop le play music 

for children from Chernobyl” in August. This money was passed 

on to the children’s sanatorium in Volkersdorf. 

 

 

Schweitzer children’s 

village 

New Record for Handling Freight 

 

Leipzig/Halle Airport has set a new annual record f or freight 

volumes; by the end of November, the figure of 472, 114 

tonnes had already exceeded the best result in the 

company’ s history set last year. This means the airport has  

not only been able to significantly reverse the tre nd 

suffered by other German airports, but also further  

consolidate its position as the third most importan t 

logistics airport in Germany.  

 

As the airport continues to grow, freight volumes h ave 

increased by 17.3 percent in comparison with the sa me period 

12 months ago. The final results for 2008 (442,453 tonnes) had 

already been exceeded in November 2009. Now that th e DHL 

hub has become fully operational at the Leipzig/Hal le site, this 

development is also largely due to AeroLogic, the f irst 

scheduled airline company to be based at the airpor t.  

 

AeroLogic emerged from a joint venture between DHL Express 

and Lufthansa Cargo in 2008 and has been particular ly linking 

Leipzig/Halle airport with destinations in Asia and  North America 

since it began operating flights in June 2009. The latest Boeing 

777 cargo aircraft are used to provide these servic es. After 

taking delivery of two other aircraft at the turn o f the new year, 

the airline will have four of these planes in its f leet. The 

 

 

An AeroLogic Boeing 

777 at Leipzig/Halle 

Airport 



 

From the Region 

attractiveness of the airport will continue to grow  with the 

construction of a logistics security centre for tra nsporting, 

storing and transhipping precious goods and high-va lue 

industrial goods. 

 

This positive development was also the reason why w ell-known 

representatives of the freight sector from all over  the world will 

be gathering for a management summit in Leipzig/Hal le on 16-

18 May 2010. This will be part of the TIACA (The In ternational 

Air Cargo Association) annual meeting and the confe rence 

programme associated with this. Leipzig/Halle Airpo rt will also 

have a stand at various international fairs like th e TransRussia 

in Moscow or the Transport Logistic China in Shangh ai during 

2010. 

 

Traditional Children’s Christmas at the 
Airport 

 

True to the motto “I come from the skies”, Father 

Christmas will once again be flying in to the Saxon  state 

capital in his personal light aircraft this year. T he 

Christmas figure will touch down at Dresden Airport  at 

10.15 a.m. on 24 December 2009 and cause a great de al of 

excitement among the children there.  

 

Anyone who would like to watch the landing or meet Father 

Christmas personally is very welcome to come to the  airport 

information desk on the arrivals floor in the termi nal at 10 a.m. 

After his arrival, he will first wave to the childr en from the apron 

area. Then he will hurry to the children’s Christma s celebration 

where there will be fun and games and songs and poe ms. 

Before Father Christmas leaves the airport again, h e will hand 

over Christmas sweeties to children of all ages, wh o have a 

sweet tooth. 

 

 

 

Father Christmas landing 

at Dresden International 

Airport 

Zwickau Celebrates the 200th Anniversary 
of Robert Schu-mann’s Birth 

 

The city of Zwickau in Saxony, where the world-famo us 

composer Robert Schumann was born in 1810, is placi ng 

the 200th anniversary of the birth of the musical g enius of 

the Romantic movement at the centre of its focus ne xt year. 
 

 

After the city demonstrated its capabilities as a l iving memorial 

site for countless music fans from a wide variety o f nations to 

celebrate the 150th anniversary of Robert Schumann’ s death in 

2006, it will host the Schumann Festival in honour of this 

important anniversary of the composer’s birth on 4 - 12 June 

2010.  

 

This will pick up long-standing traditions and will  comprise more 

than 80 events. The celebrations will reach their c limax on 8 

 

 

 



June, the exact date of Schumann’s birthday 200 yea rs earlier. 

The Berlin State Opera Orchestra (Staatskapelle Ber lin) and its 

star conductor Daniel Barenboim, who is one of the most 

significant contemporary pianists and conductors, w ill pay 

tribute to Schumann’s works in musical form.  

 

The cities of Leipzig and Dresden were just two of the important 

staging posts in Schumann’s life. As a result, the MDR 

orchestra and choirs in conjunction with the Schuma nn House 

in Leipzig will put together a number of concerts a nd a 

supporting programme for the period of the celebrat ions. The 

Gewandhaus in Leipzig will also be involved and wil l focus 

attention on the composer in its repertoire.  

 

Close links exist between what are known as the Sch umann 

cities, which also include Baden-Baden, Bonn, Breme n, 

Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, Heidelberg and Stuttgart. Th e excellent 

connections from the commercial airports in Saxony to these 

regions should prove to be extremely helpful for al l the 

Schumann fans as they travel. 

 

 

Chemnitz Reaches the Final Round of the 
“2011 City of Sci-ence” Competition 

 

Chemnitz has found itself in the final round pitted  against 

rivals Mainz and Bielefeld in the battle to secure the title 

“2011 City of Science” since 20 November. Under the motto 

“1+1=1! Chemnitz – You Will Be Amazed”, the city is aiming 

to attract attention from all over Germany from now  on.  

 

As part of their full bid submitted to the Donors’ Association for 

the Promotion of Sciences and Humanities in Germany  

(Stifterverband für die Deutsche Wissenschaft e.V.) , which has 

its headquarters in Frankfurt/Main, the cities have  to draw up 

their final ideas in great detail by 5 March 2010 a nd then submit 

them. “The critical phase of their application is n ow beginning 

for the cities,” said Stifterverband General Secret ary and 

chairman of the jury, Andreas Schlüter. According t o Michael 

Münch from Deutsche Bank, which is sponsoring the 

competition, it is now a question of “developing co nvincing 

overall concepts from the general outlines.” 

 

The aim is to carry out detailed planning work in e leven pre-

defined project areas and launch a programme of eve nts for the 

year 2011. The project areas feature issues such as  supporting 

communication between the generations, developing 

professional perspectives or inspiring people to in dulge in lateral 

thinking and play their part in fashioning things. The primary 

goal consists of linking science to social and cult ural issues at 

all times.  

 

The winning city will be announced following the fi nal 

presentation on 25 March 2010. The competition has been held 

in this form since 2005. Previous winners of the ac colade 

included Bremen/Bremerhaven, Dresden, Braunschweig, Jena 

and Oldenburg. 
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